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ROBERT MEADOWS, KC — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.12 am]: I rise to pay tribute to the late Robert Meadows, KC, 
who passed away on Tuesday, 15 November 2022. Mr Meadows served as Solicitor-General of Western Australia 
from 1995 until his retirement in 2011. Mr Meadows was born in 1941 and completed his secondary schooling at 
Guildford Grammar School. He studied law at the University of Western Australia and graduated in 1964 before 
doing his articles at Muir and Williams and was admitted in 1966. He became a partner in the firm in 1968, practising 
exclusively in litigation and appearing regularly as counsel in all superior courts, including the High Court. 
Mr Meadows served as President of the Law Society of Western Australia from 1986 to 1987. He served as President 
of the Law Council of Australia in 1993. In 1995, Mr Meadows was appointed as the Solicitor-General of WA, 
being the first practitioner from a private law firm to be appointed to that position. He was previously a partner at 
Freehill, Hollingdale and Page. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1996. 
As Solicitor-General, Mr Meadows provided advice to the WA government at the highest level, in matters of the 
greatest sensitivity and/or legal complexity, and in areas of significant law reform. Not only was Mr Meadows involved 
in matters of constitutional and intergovernmental significance, he ensured that he made a substantive difference 
to the operation of the legal system for individuals. For example, Mr Meadows advised the then Attorney General, 
Hon Jim McGinty, to refer the matters of Beamish, Button, Mallard and Mickelberg to the Court of Criminal Appeal 
pursuant to a petition for the exercise of the royal prerogative of mercy. They each resulted in the correction of 
significant injustices that had occurred many years previously in notorious criminal cases. Mr Meadows also 
contributed to important law reform for Indigenous Australians. He was a member of the Australian delegation to 
the United Nations’ Working Group on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples for a period of 10 years. This working group 
laid the groundwork for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on Thursday, 13 September 2007. The Australian government 
announced its support for the declaration in 2009. Mr Meadows appeared in over 100 High Court cases on constitutional 
and state-related matters. He was instrumental in defending the constitutional rights of Western Australia over 
an extended period. On behalf of the government of Western Australia I would like to recognise the enduring 
contribution of Mr Robert Meadows, KC, to both the legal profession and to the public of Western Australia. 
I offer my condolences to his wife, Lyn; children, Sally, Jodie and Michael; and grandchildren. 
Vale, Robert Meadows. 
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